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DIAMONDBACKS

Ray Delgado was a popular and familiar face among fans at spring

training and Diamondbacks season games.

PHOENIX — A popular figure in the Valley baseball community has died after a heart attack in

2021 and a subsequent battle with cancer.

Ray Delgado of Mesa was 73 years old.

Growing up in the Bronx, Delgado dreamed of playing for the New York Yankees.

“He practiced, practiced, practiced,” said his brother, Steve. “One thing led to another and he

didn’t make it.”
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Getting back to the baseball stadium 

Delgado found another way to enjoy America’s pastime. After spending years in the careers of

manufacturing and construction, Delgado landed a side job in the 1990s as a beer vendor at

sporting events in Phoenix.

“It helped him stay close to the game of baseball,” said Melanie Delgado, Ray’s wife. “For many

years, he was up and down those stands and it took its toll.”

Delgado relied on ibuprofen and energy drinks to keep working as he entered his 60s and 70s,

his brother said. Ray was a popular and familiar face among fans at spring training and

Diamondbacks season games.

“You just smiled when he said something to you,” said Vanessa Ramirez, an in-game host for

the Diamondbacks and employee of 12News. “When he was around, it was so much energy.”

Ray’s passion for sports, especially baseball, is reflected in scrapbooks he curated containing

autographs, ticket stubs, vendor passes and newspaper articles dating back to the 90s.

Last week Delgado was days from passing away. Angels team owner Arte Moreno personally

visited him at a Phoenix hospital.

“Ray’s eyes just lit up when he saw Arte. I hadn’t seen him that way for days,” Melanie said.

Inspiring his wife to pursue her dreams

Delgado inspired his wife to get a college degree before he got sick and used money earned

from the ballpark to partially pay for expenses.

When Melanie considered quitting school, it was appropriate that Ray, a die-hard baseball fan,

used a baseball movie quote to motivate her.

“And he said to me there is a movie, ‘A League of her Own,’ and the coach said, ‘If it was easy,

everybody would be doing it. It’s hard because it’s great,” Melanie said. She said that

conversation inspired her to keep going.

Melanie has since been named an honor student at Mesa Community College. She is working

to earn a degree in social work and counseling.

Sponsored Links

Bed Bath Beyond

90% Off! Clearance Sale - Limited Time Only!
Shop Now

https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=tegna-kpnx&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-ma-01:Mid%20Article%20Thumbnails:
https://www.angleusa.shop/products/Fast-Fly-Catcher
https://trc.taboola.com/tegna-kpnx/log/3/click?pi=%2Farticle%2Fsports%2Fmlb%2Fdiamondbacks%2Fwell-known-diamondbacks-baseball-beer-vendor-ray-delgado-dies%2F75-cb8fdd9e-911c-49e6-bfc8-f4fd4d47e424&ri=79c8b707f7eb75fa12e1324fca67a7d7&sd=v2_f173ea0cd81697964a952befc7eb0440_9b9e32db-2573-467c-bfcd-4e57ec0dd6da-tuctb03d179_1687384283_1687384362_CNawjgYQqKw_GKzSx_-NMSACKAMw4QE4kaQOQJiuDkjdzdkDUPEFWABg4gto1_TzsqzegId9cAE&ui=9b9e32db-2573-467c-bfcd-4e57ec0dd6da-tuctb03d179&it=text&ii=~~V1~~4850786609935711400~~sRzIh6IRqWflZEsidEfXM9PFJ8mPGdIIXr4Pn10dCt36nH0OabNJtzzP-ddPU2nvK8Bm7FKD2NW1M1BCiW1-kuMDMqg65-jJbi04eURsbtqeHe1S9jo_X4timp5pCZhQQas41f4COFvufOf52grWNe487k0pvO_9ezrwRupEiSMB7CKWDYR-vkpxcdUUzOgEqMBBvkdfag99mRDkZdH7GZIABZnE6iw0vZgovqPMyoCY6eD5jnG1QLwcl4nkEOHw5CoWLlX1uzG9gUBqYmKqk08KJRZ9mwaEcwcGgiTaJHWsUaZak2AcDXKoRwoERbO2SJxwhdJv3jKN701ohCgWIPvdAwBc-tgcz2_jjECScpLHSOTgWWfuOMsvXhkoqINa5bmuA8bMih1LGKJYcWMkwe2pW1SY-ILCTjau2AjJCm_a3UE2g-vBm-Cpg9ym0ch9zA_73-j2KHiancCTRdEYKDDu07MI-Vh-HMpVI0CxSx0&pt=text&li=rbox-t2m&sig=bf271c12bb7624fbd4f9a1b6b6e3d01e5d9fe696550e&redir=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.angleusa.shop%2Fproducts%2FFast-Fly-Catcher%3Futm_source%3Dtaboola%26utm_medium%3Dreferral%26tblci%3DGiBUBpsg24P3bTuq_cihv4zJPuXCfmCX8SndiekIxthyDSC_hl8o5afaidDi2LKEAQ%23tblciGiBUBpsg24P3bTuq_cihv4zJPuXCfmCX8SndiekIxthyDSC_hl8o5afaidDi2LKEAQ&vi=1687384353068&p=tecdohongkonglimited-hmy-sc&r=54&lti=deflated&ppb=CJ4B&cpb=EhIyMDIzMDYyMC02LVJFTEVBU0UYmiUgnP__________ASoZbGEudGFib29sYXN5bmRpY2F0aW9uLmNvbTIIdHJjMjAyMzI4gJiZ5ghAkaQOSJiuDlDdzdkDWPEFYwixRBDJWhgwZGMI-z4Qo1MYMmRjCN3__________wEQ3f__________ARgjZGMI_hYQiiAYE2RjCKZBELZWGCRkYwj5__________8BEPn__________wEYB2RjCO9FELNcGDhkYwiWFBCcHBgYZGMI0gMQ4AYYCGRjCNwVEPslGAlkYwjR__________8BENH__________wEYL2RjCPQUEJ4dGB9keAGAAe--AYgBnrao7QGQAReYAeOdyP-NMQ&cta=true


“He encouraged me to never give up,” Melanie said.

Witnessing Game 7

One of Ray’s most memorable games as a vendor was witnessing game seven of the World

Series at Chase Field. Although Ray was a childhood Yankees fan, he had converted to the

Diamondbacks.

Beer sales ended after the 7th inning. Ray was able to see the game-winning hit from a stadium

tunnel.

The family has set up a GoFundMe account for funeral expenses and future expenses facing

Melanie while she continues another year-and-a-half of school.

Sports

Watch more of the latest sports videos on the 12News YouTube channel. Don’t forget to

subscribe! 
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